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Development of the GroundworkUSA network is supported by the
National Park Service Rivers & Trails program in partnership with the
Environmental Protection Agency Brownfields Program.
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The Deanwood Learning Garden was a project that
stemmed from Alison Mears' Urban Communities class at
Parsons The New School of Design.The project was a
part of the 201 | Solar Decathlon where participating
schools built solar homes as demonstration models.
Parsons decided to While participating in the Decathlon,
the class also agreed to work with Groundwork
Anacostia to design the learning gardenThe students
have designed the park and are currently in the process
of building it.




WARD 7: DEANWOOD

History
-One of Northeast's oldest neighborhoods |

-Most houses date back to the early 20th |
century

-Was the home to Suburban Gardens, an
African American amusement park during
a time of racial segregation.

Today:

-close-knit community
-lower-middle class families
-"high crime" neighborhood
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An Urban-Nature Transformation

New Hiker/ Biker Extension Links Local Trails

nter-organizational collaboration
I can be tough on the toes: territory,

missions, budgets - so many op-
portunities for a misstep, and so many
chances to get stomped. On Sep. 12,
though, nearly 600 participants risked
toes together in Fort Mahan Park in a
‘multi-organizational effort that trans-
formed the park and nearby tra

The DC Building Industry A
sociation (DCBIA), the DC Depart
ment of Parks and Recreation (DPR),
Groundwork Anacostia River DC, the
National Park Service (NPS) and a host
of volunteers improved an area covering
the equivalent of five city blocks. Brush
was cleared; flo
water garden planted. An abandoned
pool and pool house were replaced with
a basketball court. Climbing mounds
were created. Informative signs were
installed. Finally — most i

o impressed by the
variety of people — long-time residents

volunteers -- working in concert.

Event Day
r for 17 years, DCBIA has

)
ration of volunteers from the building
trades working together with com-
munity members to design, plan and
implement a project. This ye

Community Improvement Day Ribbon

Cutting: (1) Bill Alsup, Camp.

Michael Hartman, Improvement Day Co-Chairs; Gary Ball, DCBIA

Smith, DCBIA President; Gayle Haze

S; Councilmember

C 70 Chair; and Dennis Chestnut, 6

cct —which began with the abandoned
pool in Fort Mahan Park -~ brought
together DPR, Groundwork and NPS
for months of planning. Other govern-
ment agencies, schools and neighbor-
hood groups contributed.

donations ~eventually

ations, with over 50

companies making financial and in-
kind contributio:

DCBIA arranged for industry vol-

unteers, while Groundwork organized

‘

the record &
than 100 studes
“On

carnest a week
12¢h evens

the rain.” But o
able to prepases
The workdey s
a break for 2 58
and continued §
afternoon —

Volunteers at work on 42nd Street,
September 12

until 6:30 to finish their task.

“I never think that the event can
get better, but every year it does,” says
Mark Baughman, of SKB Architec-
ture & Design, who served as DCBIA
Community Services Chair .

A Lasting Transformation

Dennis Chestnut, a lifelong
Hillbrook resident, has seen the ur-
ban-nature relationship in the area
change over the decades.

“A transformation started when
Lady Bird Johnson created the urban
park between Minnesota Avenue and
44th Street along Watts Branch...then
the Fort Circle Trail at Fort Mahan in
the 70s, and, just a couple of years ago,
the Marvin Gaye Park trail project.”
Finally, hundreds of volunteers helped
create the trail linking Fort Circle
and Marvin Gaye Park trails. “Over
$500,000 was leveraged to make this
happen....and it did not cost the citi-
zens of Washington, DC one cent.”

Between the signs, the trail ex-
tension and the improved sight-
lines, neighbors say, passersby appear
to be noticing historic and natural
resources theyd previously over-
looked. Chestnut and his wife, Zan-
dra, watched neighborhood children
climbing the new mounds after the
event, happily exclaiming, “These are
going to stay here!” On November
14, Groundwork Anacostia River
DC will put the finishing touch on
what was achieved with NPS, DPR,
and DCBIA by planting 25 trees
in partnership with Casey Trees.
Volunteers are needed to help plant
these trees. All are encouraged to
celebrate the new park and trail.
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HOWTO BUILD
RAISED GARDEN
BEDS FOR SMALL
SPACE
GARDENING

How to build a raised garden bed,
which tools, material and skills
needed. How much does it cost. A
model raised bed will be
constructed on site.
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PLEASE CONTACT US:

Dennis Chestnut
Executive Director
Groundwork Anacostia River DC

dennis@groundworkdc.org

www.sroundworkdc.org
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